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EDISON DH HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY

Objective:

To provide safe practices that ensure the welfare of students and teachers which will help
prevent damage to equipment and facilities.

Rationale:
Health and safety in a school is about taking a sensible and proportionate approach to ensure
the premises provide a healthy and safe place for all who use them, including the school

workforce, parents, visitors and students.

Implementation:

In planning classroom activities, a risk management approach needs to be taken. Teachers need
to identify potential hazards, assess risks and select the most appropriate way of eliminating or
controlling them before undertaking activities with students. Safety procedures must be
considered when planning classroom activities. Teachers are responsible for modeling and
discussing safety procedures and regulations. Teachers are required to provide adequate
supervision and quality instruction in the delivery of relevant, well prepared engaging and
motivating content and activities to ensure the health and safety of those in their care. The
level of supervision and instruction needs to be commensurate with the maturity and skill level
of students.

Procedures:

e Follow all health and safety guidelines of the MOPH.

e Use school-established emergency procedures, such as evacuation plans for classrooms and
other school environments, and make it clear to students what to do in case of an
emergency.

e Inspect materials, equipment, and facilities regularly and discontinue the use of defective or
unsafe equipment.

e Use posters and bulletin boards to emphasize potential dangers and safety procedures.

e Supervise students who are using equipment that can be hazardous.

e Demonstrate and model safe behaviour.

e Develop class behaviour rules and consequences.

Establish clear and workable routines for entering and leaving rooms, moving around the
classroom and school, distributing and collecting materials and resources, manual handling
and working independently or in groups.
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e Check your classroom daily to make sure that everything you and your students need are
easily accessible. That means placing everyday items low on shelves or in plain sight so that
students do not have to go out of their way to get what they need. If supplies are too high
and out of reach, students can easily get hurt in the process of trying to reach them.

e Assess and manage risks in specific subject areas e.g. Science and Art.

Avoid hazardous activities where their own level of skill or knowledge may be limited.

e Use resources, including equipment, appropriate to the maturity and skill of students.

e Adhere to sun protection guidelines during outdoor activities.

e Follow sound behaviour management practices.

e Only mature students should be allowed to work above ground level, with instruction
and supervision.

e Organise classroom furniture in a way that is safe and orderly. For example, chairs
should not be left in the middle of the room- students can easily trip are them! If you
plan to set up classroom work stations, make sure they are relatively easy for students
to get to. That means keeping all possible walkways clear.

e Implement the school’s Behaviour policy.

e Carpets must be placed in a manner that will prevent the student from tripping and
falling.

e Notify cleaners of the presence of insects and rodents.

e Always keep water heater switched off - on the water dispenser.

e Students should not be sent to the Nurse room during break times unless it is an
emergency.

Responsibilities for break time supervision, P.E. and in play areas:

e Be on time and actively supervise students and encourage appropriate behaviour.

e Remain in designated areas unless needed in another area (as requested by Break Duty
Supervisor).

e Carefully monitor students who litter.

e Regularly scan the playground, checking play equipment for potential hazards and vigilantly
observe the students.

e Teachers need to be visible to the students at all times.

e The use of phones while supervising students should be kept to a minimum. Distractions
can significantly reduce the ability to effectively watch children.

e Do not allow students to enter the building unless it is necessary.

e Teach kids how to play safely. If they know the rules of the playground, they’re less likely to
get hurt.

e Personally accompany injured students to the nurse. Do not send an injured student to the
nurse by himself/herself.

e Students are not allowed to play without shoes in play areas and shoe laces should be tied
at all times to prevent accidents.
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e PE teachers should note names of Diabetic students and get approval from nurse before
allowing them to participate in any outdoor activity.
e Each student should be encouraged to have their own water bottle and to drink more

especially in hot weather condition.

Evaluation: This policy is reviewed yearly and whenever necessary.
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