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EYFS Assessment Policy 2025 - 2026

Early Years Foundation Stage

Observational assessment provides on going information about children’s learning and development and
is used to inform our planning. It is based around children in action, in their self-chosen play as well as age,
stage and needs appropriate planned activities.

Our aims are to ensure that

e The starting point for assessment is the child, not a predetermined list of skills.

e Observations show what the child can do — significant achievements — not what they can’t do.

e Staff observe as part of their daily routines (formally and informally).

e Children are observed in play and self-chosen activities as well as planned adult directed activities.

e Observations are analysed to highlight achievements, needs for further support and planning for
what next; which also informs planning.

e Working in Collaboration with parents in the EYFS Program is valued as a central part of the
assessment process.

e Children’s involvement and voice is valued and encourages them to express their own views on
their achievements.

The effectiveness of our assessment system rests on the quality and significance of the observations. Over
time observations are made in different learning contexts and at different times of the day to cover the
breadth of learning opportunities.

What we observe

Observations are carried out when children are involved in different types of learning experiences and
activities both indoor and outdoor.

Play and child-initiated activities. &I Practitioner led activities. B Activities which have been planned, but
which children will carry out independently for most of the time.

How we observe
Participant observations

e When the adult is involved in play with children. Bl When the adult is involved in planned
practitioner led activities.

Incidental Observations

e When you notice something significant that you are not involved in

Conversations with children

e Informal conversations and discussions which are noted down. & ‘Interviewing’ children about
their own learning and interests.

Recording

e Photos of children carrying out a particular activity or involved in play alongside annotated notes
describing the learning process.
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Samples

e Drawings, independent emergent writing, photos of models, art work.

Planned focussed observations

o Where the observer deliberately stands back to observe and does not become involved.

During the observations we:-

e  Write down in short, quick notes what is significant to the child’s learning and development.
Look out for the things we don’t already know or anything new (significant achievement). @ Note
of the date, time, area of learning and context (stand alone evidence). Write the child’s voice.

After the observations we:-

e Analyse the findings, recognize the learning and development.
e Consider the next steps for that child and implications for future planning.

Parent and family involvement

At the start of the year Parents of Preschool and Reception children are required to attend an informal or
formal meeting where curriculum plans and baseline arrangements are shared with them. Individual
meeting are imperative regularly with ongoing dialogue and involvement wherever possible. There will be
formal assessments, informal and formal observations taking place that will be recorded onto a child’s
individual and group records. It is necessary that all those who contribute to the welfare or education of
the child are involved in the assessment process. Each child’s progress is recorded and progress is shared
through ongoing dialogue with parents and during ‘open days’. Parents who have children with specific
needs meet regularly with the teacher and are referred to the Child Development Center and set new
learning interventions. At the end of their time in Preschool parents will receive their child’s Record of
Achievement and at the end of Reception, parents will receive a report linked to the Foundation Stage
Profile. Learning journeys also act as an ongoing record for children and their families.

On entry baseline assessments

These will be carried out within the first two weeks of children entering either Preschool or Reception
classes. Evidence will be recorded on the school EYFS tracking system. Half termly summary assessments,
based on observational evidence for the specific areas of learning will then be recorded in order to judge
progress.

Policy Review:

This policy is subject to review in 2026/2027.

Name of Student: Class :

Name of Parent:

Parent Signature : Date :
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